.| rougher spots on the bewildering
road b success:” ey
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No one thinks of age when tal
to McKeachle. He radiates the eters
nal spirit of youth, renewed per-
haps, in his dally relations with tha,
sturdy youths and harefooted girls
who trek to and from the old gray
school houee nestled agalnst the

chill.

Tmtie‘re.sﬁjlﬁg P_éople —-Burt McKeachie

‘_ A Country Dominie Who, Like Lincoln, Studied As He Walked, Carved For Himself a
\ Tiny Kingdom Too Interesting and Intriguing to Desert for Other Fields.

[y

ments Deputy' Commissioner of
Schoois A. G. TLeonard. “He has
qualities which exert powerful in-
fluences on his students. I have

rarely seem a teacher so enthus-
astic about his duties or more ready
to conform with new standards
and new Ideas. Y

. “At one time the country school
teasiier was ruler of his own king-
dom. Me had no outside influences
to affsct she easy flow of his life.
He mage his own rules and forced
others to akide by thbm. When we
established closed connections be-
tween this office and outlying
townships, we found no one more
eager to cooperate with us than Mr.
.McKeachle."

Clad in overhalls, McKeachle
spends most of his spare moments
on his little farm a few rods from
the schoolhouse. If anywhere in
the county the spirit of the countny

: dominle, mgged and direct, stiil
= — {lidxngxgrs, hilt 1'ab13‘:t,l:«awil;t')lxleai which
' MoCRA UM L cKeachie bul wit his own
‘hjk studies botween chora times LB (o hands, close to the fleld of his en-
and teaching. Like ¥entls, Mc-|nack and forth fo the place 'at|deavors.
Keaohla's keenest interest has al-| which I boarded three and a half| He scoffs ab the contention that
ways been in passing oni the in-|pijjes away. In the winter I got to | country school children have fewer
formation so palnfully acauired by | wonk in time to stoke 'the sheet | opportunties for advancement op
the shortest methods. iron stove and thaw out the frost|lag behind thefr clty cousina. In-
.Since 1909 this sturdy pedagoguse | hefore the first children annived. dividuality, he®declares, is the out-
has taught schaols in ita Lake| " #In those days, it was not un-||standing characteristic of his pu-
mownship, and nine yeara ago he|common to find 18-year-old “men’ | pils and the term “country jockey’
found himseif on the dais of White | among the students in the grades.|or “Hay shaker” is one of honop
Take School at which he had fear-| mhdy “took delight in “sticking”|rather than opprobrium. -
fully gared 80 years before. Those | theip instructors on catch problems | “Your city youth who prides him-
years had seen changes In methods, | and were casuallin their attandance. |'self on his polish, on his ability to
equipment mnd  attendance, but|Tn harydst and planting tlme I|avold embarrassing mistakes, on
time had failed to aiter the ex-|faced rows of empty seats. his conformity with conventions, is
tevior of the old bullding or, accort-| —waAt first, walking those three and | fooling himself. He has merely fail.
ing to its master,the children who/|a haif miles looked llke a waste of|led to have opportunity fo expresa
answered the summons of its bell, || good’ time. Finally I figured the|himgelf. Out here, every student
No accurate Iiformation is avall-|tima could bal used to study the|in schdol is a distinct personality
able as to when the building was | problems/for the monrow. I carried | Naturally ‘they will be nprolific
arected. Old residents and histor-|my arithmetic back and forth and | sources of original iddeas, new
Jans ibelievessitasbell tower echoed |often stopped to puzzle out on |thoughts, in the future. Finds work
to the.marching feet of the “Boys | paper some of the tougher ques-|interesting.

A lanky Kentuckian tiqok his
Blackstone with him on his jaunts
‘a‘bqut the country slde as com-
munity mailman and studied it in
‘q‘ sunny corners of & snaka fence. His
Ml peovie made him sixteenth pre-
sident of the United stat}es.

The late Senator Woodhbridge N.
Ferris, kls othe? sources|of infor-
mation exhausted, took up thetask
of wading through an unabridged
dictionary between chore timesand
acquired the ironic tongue whiet,
withered many of his contempor.
arles in the senate. 4

Senator FPecris's profege, Burl
McKeachie, carried his Balley's
avithmetic through the woods and
finlds of White Take township stop-
ing at convenient perches to figure
on' particularly knotty problemsand
carved for himself a tiny kingdom
as dominie of White Lake School
Teaches Where He Learnsd

| TIike the senator who was onat
his teacher, McKeachie sandwiched

in Blue” .and that the buliding | tions, T helleve I learned more that Finds Work
astled safely against its protective | first year than I have in any year 8 yvor Infﬂ'!!ﬁ. ting
'ﬂmsldea durving the lean days of ggnce}: - 8 “Outdoor alr and healthyrexercises

the Clvil wan. Tooking for new fields %o con-| 2t¢ builders of both brain and
;h"WhenIﬂ"ﬁ attended lEhe school'| quer, M"'c%{ea\;hie started shopping muscleih]: have students who walk
it was the same as now,” declares | for a job aboub the townghip at the gg“ an three miles to school,
McKeachie. "Isometimes wondered | and of the fivst year. In his traveis m‘;Y are healthy, happy, nommal
fhen if it would lasb out emch suc-|he met a young woman, then in ths ghi dren, satisffed withi simple
ceeding term as it echoed fo the|grades, who later became his wife. ; ngs, for the most paut guick to
thump' of leather hoots and bulged | Mvs, MoKeachie, before her mar- | 6 and'ara able te govern them-
with continual jars and fights riage, also taught sohool In White selves to a great extent. T could ask
Following his! igraduation from|Iake Township. At the time the nothing better for my three chil-
the school, its present teachen ?venage wage for country teachers dren than education in a couniry
attended high! schooliat Holly and |l one room' schoalhouses was $36 school for the first eight grades
topped off hia' education, with a| a month. By boarding at home and My oldest som, Wilbun, is now
gourse under Hernis, then Presi-|kelping his father with the chores, | Stuying at oun school in'the fifth
dent of the Institute. McKeaghle saved money. .| grade. aé'
Studied during walks Today McoKeachie 18/ a power in tog‘f‘;{f&?cmh? h ({0;11?& tu:ching
wiwhen I came back here/ re-|his community. He is township DN 5 LA guing an
wh - y o Tl | enl da i £ the most adyenture to ever abandon Wls pro-
lates MoKeachle,” T figuvedlit would|| ;% st ‘;ﬁc‘:.e: Rk ::un?:gv fesglon for other and more re-
be smart to iy my beglnper's hand| 2128 ‘tﬁ: 190/ such teacl. |munerative occupation. o him
away from home far ‘enough #o if| ‘- °‘;5 amon e sunoﬂt:l & el iday 15 crammed with fresh]|
T. fell down' on ifhe job |the crash 8:‘“1‘:;,“" Boalarar pONer: = _zz,ﬁle;ﬁma, contactafwithl yoﬁéh,
wouldn't be so loud among neigh- N st nd his greatest pride In d@evelop-
bory and friends . : QOER L AIgace +fment of Initiative among his stu-
| “My. tirst sohool' was situated| “I wish more peaple canie in con-# dents. y
!'near Lake Pontiac and I walked|fact with' Mn McKeachie,! comd|  “Youth must be led” comments
e this men whd has devoted his life
to the study of juat such problems,
“A teacher m%'y aram’ -kﬁowlegs'q
flntn his puplis by compulaion but'it
doesn’ t stay there. A good teacher,
‘guch as I would like to be, creates
‘ambition in his children, preatas
degire for education. 'arouses .
:;_E_Irlt which carries themi.ov
o a2




